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Quakers return to Haverfordwest after 190 years 


November 20, 2014 by Jon Coles 


QUAKERS are coming back to Haverfordwest this autumn with ‘Quaker 
Quest’, a series of four informal evenings where members of the public 
can come and find out about Quakers today.... 


Quakerism first grew up in the county after George Fox visited in 1656; the towns of 
Haverford and Narberth in Pennsylvania were founded by Pembrokeshire Quakers 
fleeing persecution and imprisonment locally. The Meeting House in Haverfordwest, 
on the site of the Shire Hall, closed in 1824, as the focus for local Quakers moved 
to Milford Haven, which was founded by Quaker whaling families from Nantucket. 


A Quaker burial ground dating from the 1660’s remains at Sutton, just 
outside Haverfordwest, providing a tranquil place to visit, with its beech tree avenue 
and walled graveyard. 





Sutton [Lambston] Friends' Burial Ground comes under the care of South Wales 


Area Meeting. It is within the local community of Sutton just to the west of Hwlffordd / 
Haverfordwest. 
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the Earl of Warwick, under whose management he placed 
it, and afterwards bequeathed it to him. How long Charles 
Greville survived his uncle I do not know, but at his 
death it passed into the hands of his brother, Robert 
Fulke, who married the Countess of Mansfield. Under 
the fostering auspices of this family the place rapidly rose, 


New factors now appear upon the scene, attracted to 
the spot, no doubt, by inducements and facilities offered 
by the proprietors and their agents, and men of the 
right material, too. My acquaintance with Milford com- 
menced when the race to whom I refer were in the 
sere and yellow leaf. Comparatively few of them 
were natives of the neighbourhood, but they were 
men of energy and mark, and would strike any 
stranger as somebodies. At this time there were Henry 
Leach and W. Williams, Jacob James, M'Milne, Byers, 
Chappell, Bouchier, Peregrine, Dobbin, Nuttall, Evans, 
Minchin, Barrallier, Propert, Paul and Gayer Starbuck, 
all men of position, and of business, too. Such men as 
William Roberts and Pascal, and a host of others, with 
a string of tradesmen and artisans (such as Henry Ed- 
wards and Hugh Richards), of whom any place might 
be proud,—they built the town, and places of business. 
When these started, Milford was young, and its founding 
was rather remarkable. 

Just watch that group who are busily engaged in laying 
out a new town, for such it is. The bulk of the inhab- 
itants are yet to come and settle. Among the group 
you observe some half-dozen men, whose attire and de- 
meanour bespeak them quakers or friends, as they style 
themselves. The soil they are pacing looks as virgin 
and fresh as was that on the shores of the Delaware 
and Alleghany three half centuries before, when their 
sturdy ancestors left their homes in England, for peace 
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and conscience sake, with William Penn. Their fore- 
fathers “had lain them doon and diced” in the forests of 
the new world, and so like Abraham of old, had secured 
freeholds there, if only for sepulture. Grand and pictur- 
esque as were the surroundings of their new homes in 
the West, doubtless many an evening tale would the 
old settlers tell their children of never-forgotten spots 
in Fatherland. How they would revel in recollections 
of the old churches and castles hoary with age, and 
kindle in their youthful bosoms a desire to see what their 
fathers told them about! The settlers in the United 
States sent back in repayment to the old country an 
instalment of those more precious things than gold 
or specie; young heads that could plan, and hands that 
could work; and so it fell out that to Milford they came 
and settled, Folgers, Starbucks, and Rotches, at the head 
of a band of workers. These families had been engaged 
in the profitable whale-tishery in Nantucket, and they 
brought over with them energy and experience to start 
a branch trade here. Il does not seem to have succeeded; 
but though this enterprise was not long-lived, its promo- 
ters did not leave the neighbourhood to which they 
proved so great an acquisition. Thus a town grew up, 
and a thriving community to fill it, and so it continued 
down to the time when I first knew it. 

But now there came a change for the worse. The 
men who started here, possessed of, it may be, little 
save the power to earn by skill and industry and thrift 
combined, soon acquired a competency, and went on to 
wealth. In the course of years they left families well 
provided for; and those who did not need to toil as their 
fathers had done, but lived on incomes provided for them, 
were in lime succeeded by others who had to sub-divide 
the patrimony between them, for no new source of revenue, 
in the shape of manufacturers or mines, was struck out 
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The History of Haverfordwest with that of Some Pembrokeshire Parishes 
Originally written by the late John Brown Published by Subscription 1914 





Quakers with their banner: Gathering at Milford Haven Friends Meeting House (Pic. Maura 
Hazelden) 





